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1. Introduction

1A. Purpose of this Guide

The NPMS Operator Submission Guide was written to assist you, the operator, in preparing NPMS
submissions while avoiding common mistakes that can delay submission processing. It includes
expanded definitions of terms and submission elements, clarification on requirements, and other notes
that we, the NPMS staff, hope will make the process of preparing a submission more efficient and
problem-free.

1B. NPMS and Your Annual Report to PHMSA

The NPMS reporting requirement is not the same as the Annual Report reporting requirement. Effective
October 1, 2015, NPMS submissions are required by the Pipeline Safety: Miscellaneous Changes to
Pipeline Safety Regulations rule which supersedes the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002).

Section 191.29 of the regulations manual pertains to gas transmission and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
plant operators; Section 195.61 of the regulations pertains to hazardous liquid pipeline operators.
Failure to comply with this requirement will eventually lead to your case being referred to our
Enforcement department. Please note that PHMSA frequently compares information in your Annual
Report with your NPMS submission. PHMSA’s rule 2137-AE59 requires that operators use the same
Operator ID (OPID) for reporting all PHMSA requirements about a given asset. In other words, if one of
your pipeline systems is under OPID 1234 for your Annual Report, it must be under OPID 1234 in your
NPMS submission as well. The mileage included in your NPMS submission should match the mileage
reported in the PHMSA Annual Report, with the exception of mileage related to abandoned pipelines.
Abandoned pipelines are included in the NPMS submission but are not included in the Annual Report.
When Annual Report mileage is compared with NPMS mileage, abandoned pipelines in the NPMS are
excluded. The mileage of the pipeline data submitted to the NPMS and the mileage reported in the
Annual Report should be within 5% of each other, excluding any abandoned line mileage. Variations
greater than 5% could indicate that the same pipelines are not being reported in both places. As a
result, your submission may be flagged for PHMSA's review. The interstate/intrastate designation in the
Annual Report and NPMS submission must also match. Discrepancies between the Annual Report and
the NPMS submission will result in the NPMS submission to be put on hold from processing until
clarification is received.

Please also note that if PHMSA changes the Annual Report due date in a given year, your NPMS due date
does not automatically change. Consult the What’s New section of the NPMS website for any deadline

changes.

1C. How to Find Your Operator ID (OPID)

You will need to know your OPID before you can make an NPMS submission. The OPID is a number used
for all PHMSA reporting requirements. The link below allows you to search for your OPID based on your
operator name. If you cannot find your OPID, need to change your operator name, or have other OPID-

related questions, please contact Jamerson Pender by email (Jamerson.Pender@dot.gov).


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/03/11/2015-04440/pipeline-safety-miscellaneous-changes-to-pipeline-safety-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/03/11/2015-04440/pipeline-safety-miscellaneous-changes-to-pipeline-safety-regulations
https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/Documents/Pipeline_Safety_Improvement_Act_2002.pdf
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/staticfiles/PHMSA/DownloadableFiles/Pipeline/Regulations/One%20Rule%20Publication%2011.26.2010-29087.pdf
https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/WhatsNew.aspx
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https://hip.phmsa.dot.gov/analyticsSOAP/saw.dll?PortalPages&NQUser=pdm web user&NQPassword=
Public Web User1&PortalPath=/shared/PDM%20Public%20Website/ portal/Operator%20Search%20N
PMS



https://hip.phmsa.dot.gov/analyticsSOAP/saw.dll?PortalPages&NQUser=pdm_web_user&NQPassword=Public_Web_User1&PortalPath=/shared/PDM%20Public%20Website/_portal/Operator%20Search%20NPMS
https://hip.phmsa.dot.gov/analyticsSOAP/saw.dll?PortalPages&NQUser=pdm_web_user&NQPassword=Public_Web_User1&PortalPath=/shared/PDM%20Public%20Website/_portal/Operator%20Search%20NPMS
https://hip.phmsa.dot.gov/analyticsSOAP/saw.dll?PortalPages&NQUser=pdm_web_user&NQPassword=Public_Web_User1&PortalPath=/shared/PDM%20Public%20Website/_portal/Operator%20Search%20NPMS
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2. Making a Submission

2A. One Submission per Year per OPID

You are required to file one NPMS submission each year. Effective October 1, 2015, per the Pipeline
Safety: Miscellaneous Changes to Pipeline Safety Regulations rule, operators of gas transmission
pipelines and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plants are required to submit updates (or a notification of no
changes) to the NPMS by March 15, and operators of hazardous liquid pipelines are required to submit
updates (or a notification of no changes) to the NPMS by June 15. The submitted data should reflect
conditions in the field as of December 31 of the previous year. Operators are encouraged to submit
prior to the due date. Submissions reflecting December 31 of the previous year are accepted starting
January 1 of the current year (e.g., submissions reflecting December 31, 2015, are accepted starting
January 1, 2016).

If you operate both liquid and gas pipelines, please make a single data submission (or notification of no
changes) for both gas and liquid pipelines by March 15. The submission (or notification of no changes)
should clearly specify that BOTH the gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipelines reflect that OPID’s
assets as of December 31 of the previous year. If you are unable to submit an update for your liquid
pipeline data to the NPMS by March 15, then two separate submissions (or notifications of no changes)
are acceptable. If you are making two separate submissions (or notifications of no changes), the
submission or notification received by March 15 should reflect only the gas transmission pipelines; the
submission or notification received by June 15 should reflect only the hazardous liquid pipelines. NPMS
staff will merge the two separate submissions and/or notifications together once both complete gas
transmission and hazardous liquid portions have been received. When the gas transmission portion is
received, NPMS staff will perform an initial review of the data (or notification of no changes) and notify
you of the status. Once the hazardous liquid portion is received, NPMS staff will comprehensively
review and complete the processing of the submittal as a whole. Please note that the submission date
of the data will reflect the two different submission and/or notification dates for the two different types
of pipelines.

2B. Operator Submission And Validation Environment (OSAVE)
In the fall of 2016 NPMS staff released the newly developed Operator Submission And Validation
Environment (OSAVE). OSAVE is a one-stop shop for operators to:
e Review the pipeline data currently in the NPMS national layer for the OPID via a web map
viewer,
e View the NPMS submission history for the OPID,
e Update information for the OPID’s primary, technical, and public contacts,
e Convey a notification of no changes for pipelines,
e Mark desired attribute edits and spatial deletions for the OPID’s pipelines via a web map viewer
in lieu of a traditional submission,
e Submit pipeline data to be added to existing data in the NPMS national layer for the OPID in lieu
of a traditional data submission,
e Submit pipeline data intended to fully replace existing feature(s) in the NPMS national layer for
the OPID, and
e Request that all pipelines in the NPMS national layer for the OPID be removed.

OSAVE is accessible from the web at https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/OSAVE/ and requires a PIMMA
account to login. If you do not have a PIMMA account, please complete the online application. Only

7


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/03/11/2015-04440/pipeline-safety-miscellaneous-changes-to-pipeline-safety-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/03/11/2015-04440/pipeline-safety-miscellaneous-changes-to-pipeline-safety-regulations
https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/OSAVE/
https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/ApplyForOperatorPIMMAAccess.aspx
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direct employees of the operating company may have PIMMA accounts. If you have a
consultant/subcontractor working on the NPMS data submission on your behalf, you may opt to share
your PIMMA account with your consultant provided you have a confidentially agreement with the
consultant in place that states that the login will only be used for the purposes of the project and will
not be redistributed. The operator employee who holds the PIMMA account takes responsibility for the
consultant’s usage. At the end of the contracted period, the operator should terminate the consultant’s
access; the operator may wish to contact NPMS staff to change the login password to ensure access is
restricted. Once logged in, the OPIDs to which the user has access are listed. If an OPID is missing from
your list in OSAVE, please email npms@dot.gov requesting that it be added to your PIMMA account.

The NPMS Data Reviewer map viewer has been retired and replaced by the OSAVE map viewer and the
new submission history tool. The OSAVE map viewer is intended to be used at anytime throughout the
year and allows the operator to view the spatial location and attribute information of the OPID’s
pipelines, LNG plants, and breakout tanks. Through this viewer, tools are provided to assist the operator
in reviewing the pipeline data by summarizing the total pipeline mileage for the OPID by commodity,
system name, or county and state location. OSAVE also includes a new submission history tool that lists
the submissions and notifications of no changes that NPMS staff has received for the OPID since 2010. It
also displays the date when submissions and notifications of no changes were received as well as the
date when the submission data and notifications were incorporated into the NPMS national layer.
Changes to the contact information for the primary, technical, and public contacts of an OPID may be
submitted at any time throughout the year. However, the other OSAVE workflows (e.g., notification of
no changes, edits via a map viewer or additions to existing data in place of a traditional submission,
traditional submissions replacing all existing data, and removal of all pipelines) should only be used to
fulfill the yearly NPMS submission requirement.

While the OSAVE map viewer may be used to view the spatial location and attributes of LNG plants and
breakout tanks, OSAVE is geared specifically for pipelines, and the Data Summary tools only reflect the
pipelines in the NPMS national layer for that OPID. The display of submission history reflects only the
pipeline submissions. The submission-based workflows (e.g., notification of no changes, edits via a map
viewer or additions to existing data in place of a traditional submission, traditional submissions replacing
all existing data, and removal of all pipelines) are for pipeline data only. Please see other subsections
within Section 2 of this document for details on how to submit for LNG plants and breakout tanks.

For data submissions, OSAVE eliminates the need for the operator to create separate cover letter and
metadata components; this information, including a review of the primary, technical, and public contact
information, is gathered from the operator in the form of a series of questions as part of the workflow.
Data that is submitted via the full replacement and addition workflows is automatically validated against
the requirements defined in the Pipeline Attribute Table in the NPMS Operator Standards Manual. If the
submission data passes the automated validation, the submission will be placed in NPMS staff’s queue

for further review/processing. If the submission data fails the automated validation, the operator must
correct the issues and resubmit. After each submittal, the logged in user, the primary contact, and the
technical contact will receive either an email alerting them that the submission passed through
validation or an email listing the items which need attention and resubmission.

8
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To assist operators who have only attribute changes or to remove specific whole segments, OSAVE
contains an edit mode to the map viewer that allows the operator to mark which pipeline segments
need changes and indicate the specific change, such as entering a new commodity value or requesting
the removal of an entire segment. These changes are submitted to NPMS staff for their review and
action; please note that the change is not immediately effective. OSAVE also contains a separate
workflow for cases when the entire OPID needs to be removed from the NPMS national layer.

All pipeline notifications of no changes and data submissions should be conveyed to NPMS staff via
OSAVE. If you feel that your OPID is a special situation (for instance a combination of submission types)
and you are unsure how to proceed within OSAVE, please contact NPMS staff to discuss your particular
options.

2C. Types of Data Submissions or Notifications

Each year for each OPID the operator should assess what changes have occurred to the pipelines, LNG
plants, and breakout tanks since the last data submission to determine which type of submission or
notification is most appropriate. Each of these types is described in more detail in subsequent
subsections.

Pipelines
There are five types of pipeline submissions or notifications which fulfill the yearly NPMS submission
requirement:

e Notification of no changes,

e Attribute changes and/or removal of whole pipeline segments,

e Addition of pipeline segments to supplement the existing data in the NPMS national layer for
the OPID,

e Full replacement of existing data in the NPMS national layer for the OPID, and

e Notification of removal of all data in the NPMS national layer for the OPID.

LNG Plants and Breakout Tanks

There are four types of submissions or notifications for LNG plants and breakout tanks which fulfill the
yearly NPMS requirement, in the case of LNG plants, or voluntary submission, in the case of breakout
tanks:

e Notification of no changes,

e Addition of LNG plants/breakout tanks to supplement the existing data in the NPMS national
layer for the OPID,

e Full replacement of existing data in the NPMS national layer for the OPID, and

e Notification of removal of all data in the NPMS national layer for the OPID.
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2D. Data Submission Required Components

Pipelines
An NPMS pipeline data submission has five required components:

e Cover/transmittal letter

e Metadata communicating projection information and primary and technical contact information

e Geospatial data

o Attribute information

e Public contact information
OSAVE is the method data submissions are conveyed to NPMS staff. The OSAVE workflow eliminates
the need for each of these components to be submitted as separate files within the data package as
required in the past. Instead the cover letter information, projection information, and primary,
technical, and public contact information are incorporated into the submission workflow as a series of
guestions. The geospatial and attribute data file(s), along with any supporting documentation that the
operator would like to include, is uploaded via the workflow. Specifics on the requirements are found
in the NPMS Operator Standards Manual. For operators’ convenience, a template of the required
pipeline attribute fields in shapefile format, Esri personal geodatabase, and Microsoft Excel have been
created and are downloadable from the “Summary of Required Components” page on the NPMs
website.

LNG Plants
An NPMS LNG plant data submission has three required components:

e Cover/transmittal letter capturing details about the submission including changes that have
occurred since the last submission, the projection of the submitted data, the states in which the
plants fall, and the primary and contact information

e Geospatial data

e Attribute information

LNG plant data submissions should be complied and submitted to NPMS staff via the FTP Upload Tool.
Specifics on the requirements are found in the NPMS Operator Standards Manual. For operators’
convenience a template of the cover letter and required LNG plant attribute fields in shapefile format,
Esri personal geodatabase, and Microsoft Excel have been created and may be downloaded from the
“Summary of Required Components” page on the NPMS website.

Breakout Tanks
An NPMS breakout data submission has three required components:

e Cover/transmittal letter capturing details about the submission including changes that have
occurred since the last submission

e Geospatial data

e Attribute information
Breakout tank data submissions should be complied and submitted to NPMS staff via the FTP Upload
Tool. Specifics on the requirements are found in the NPMS Operator Standards Manual. For operators’
convenience a template of the cover letter and breakout tank attributes fields in shapefile, Esri personal
geodatabase, and Microsoft Excel have been created and may be downloaded from the “Summary of
Required Components” page on the NPMS website. Although breakout tank submissions are voluntary,
if the operator opts to make the submission, the operator must adhere to the requirements listed in the

10
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NPMS Operator Standards Manual. If the breakout tank submittal does not meet all of the
requirements, NPMS staff will not accept or process the submittal.

2D. Type of Submission: Notification of No Changes

A notification of no changes for pipelines, LNG plants, and/or breakout tanks should never be
submitted as a way to meet the submission deadline. All notifications of no changes must be
submitted with the intention that the notification is the submission. The notification of no changes
states to NPMS staff that the data in the NPMS national layer accurately reflects the data for your OPID
as of December 31 of the previous year.

Pipelines

If there have been no changes to the pipeline data in the NPMS national layer since the previous
submission, a notification is accepted in lieu of a data submission. This notification should be submitted
to NPMS staff via OSAVE. Through the notification of no changes workflow in OSAVE, the operator is
also prompted to review and update, if necessary, the primary, technical, and public contact information
for the OPID. Upon completion of the notification of no changes workflow, a message confirming
receipt of the notification is shown on the screen and is also emailed to the logged in user, the primary
contact, and the technical contact. Since some email systems may block this email sent from OSAVE or
route it to the Junk/Clutter folder, please make sure to copy and save the on-screen message for your
records until you have received the confirmation email.

LNG Plants and Breakout Tanks

If there have been no changes to the LNG plant or breakout tank data in the NPMS national layer since
the previous submission, a notification of no changes is accepted in lieu of a data submission. This
notification is simply an email to NPMS staff stating that there have been no changes since the last
submission. The email should contain the OPID and a statement indicating that the notification relates
to the LNG plant(s) or breakout tank(s). If there have been changes to the primary contact (for LNG
plants or breakout tanks) or the technical contact (LNG plants only), the new contact information should
be included in the email as well. If submitting new contact information, please indicate which contact
needs to be updated (i.e. LNG or breakout tank primary contact or LNG technical contact) and include
the contact’s full name, job title, company name, work mailing address, work phone number, and work
email address. Note that there is no public contact for LNG plants or breakout tanks.

2E. Type of Submission: Attribute Changes and/or Removal of Whole Pipeline
Segments

Pipelines

For pipeline OPIDs that have had minor changes since the last submission, OSAVE includes an edit mode
to assist operators in conveying the changes to the OPID. Through the edit mode, the operator filters
the pipeline data based on a query and marks the features in the query results that will be impacted by
the change. The operator may enter new attribute values for the marked features. The operator may
also indicate that the marked features should be deleted from the NPMS national layer. The attribute
changes/deletions will only apply to all of the marked features. The operator may re-query and re-mark

11


https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/Documents/Operator_Standards.pdf

NPMS Operator Submission Guide | 2016

as needed to capture all of the required attribute changes and deletions. OSAVE does NOT allow the
operator to split, move, or spatially change the pipeline feature through the map viewer. If a spatial
edit is required, the operator should submit a full replacement submission. If the change is considered
to be unique or a simple switch of one/few pipeline segments, please contact NPMS staff to discuss the
situation.

Once the operator is confident the attribute changes/deletions are completed for the feature, the
operator must commit the changes/deletions to complete the edit mode submission workflow. In case
of deletions, the operator will be prompted to indicate the reason for the deletion. If the pipelines were
divested to another operator, please include information about the acquiring company, such as OPID, if
known, and a contact name, email address and/or phone number so that NPMS staff can follow-up with
the new operator about submitting under the new OPID. If pipelines are being removed or updated
because the pipelines were abandoned in place and any of the abandoned lines cross a Commercially
Navigable Waterway or are offshore, the operator must complete an Abandonment Certification form
for the abandoned pipelines that cross a Commercially Navigable Waterway or are located offshore.
NPMS staff has created an Abandonment Certification Form Template to assist operators in fulfilling this
requirement. This template can be found in Appendix A of the NPMS Operator Standards Manual or on

the “Overview of Submission Process” page on the NPMS website.

Within this workflow, the operator will also be prompted to review and update, if necessary, the
primary, technical, and public contact information for the OPID. Upon completion of the edit mode map
viewer submission workflow, a message confirming receipt of the changes/deletions is shown on the
screen, and is also emailed to the logged in user, the primary contact, and the technical contact. Since
some email systems may block this email sent from OSAVE or route it to the Junk/Clutter folder, please
make sure to copy and save the on-screen message for your records until you are uncertain that you no
longer need it.

Please note that the pipeline data in the NPMS national layer is not directly edited via OSAVE. The
operator is only indicating the change/deletions that need to be applied to the OPID, which are saved in
a staging data layer. Once the operator completes the edit mode map viewer submission workflow,
NPMS staff will be automatically notified through the system that the edits/deletions are in queue for
action. NPMS staff will review the requested edits/deletions and will apply the changes to the NPMS
national layer on behalf of the operator. If NPMS staff has questions about the requested
edits/deletions, the pipeline operator will be contacted before any changes are made.

If the only change is that the operator’s OPID has acquired another existing OPID and all of their pipeline
assets, and the changes needed are to update the OPID and operator name to the operator’s own OPID,
please contact NPMS staff for assistance. This type of change cannot be completed via OSAVE. If you
are uncertain if your change can be completed through the edit mode map viewer, please contact NPMS
staff for discussion.
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LNG Plants and Breakout Tanks

LNG plant and breakout tank data in the NPMS national layer cannot be modified via the edit mode map
viewer within OSAVE. If the only changes to the data are minor attribute edits or the removal of
particular plants/tanks, please contact NPMS staff directly to discuss the options for your unique
scenario.

2F. Type of Submission: Additions to Supplement the Existing Data in the
NPMS National Layer

Pipelines

If the only change is to add pipelines to the existing data in the NPMS national layer for that OPID, the
operator may submit only the supplemental pipelines. These additions should be submitted to the
NPMS via the specific addition-based workflow within OSAVE. Through the workflow, the operator will
be prompted to answer a series of questions about the submission, including what the additions
represent (e.g., new construction). If the pipelines are being added as a result of an acquisition from
another operator/OPID, please include information about the previous operator such as operator name
and OPID, if known. The operator will also be prompted to indicate if the data matches the mileage
reported under the PHMSA Annual Report, when the mileage for the existing NPMS data is also
considered. This series of questions replaces the cover letter previously required in the submission
package. When the submission is uploaded, the operator is prompted to indicate if the spatial data is
projected. If the spatial data is not projected, the operator must indicate the projection information
within the online interface. Also within the workflow, the operator will be prompted to review and
update, if necessary, the primary, technical, and public contact information for the OPID. This workflow
eliminates the need to submit a separate metadata file, which was previously required as a component
in the submission package.

The operator is expected to upload both spatial and attribute information. These two items may be
combined into one data format, such as an Esri shapefile or a feature class within a personal/file
geodatabase. It may also be two separate complementary files, such as two Microsoft Excel files.
Please see Section 4 within this document for details on the various combinations of spatial and
attribute files. For operators’ convenience a template of the NPMS attributes in shapefile format, Esri
personal geodatabase, and Microsoft Excel have been created and are downloadable from the
“Summary of Required Components” page on the NPMS website.

Data that is submitted via the addition workflow is automatically validated against the requirements
defined in the Pipeline Attribute Table in the NPMS Operator Standards Manual. If the submission data
passes the automated validation, the submission will be placed in NPMS staff’s queue for further

review/processing. If the submission data fails the automated validation, the operator must correct the
issues and resubmit. After each submittal, the logged in user, the primary contact, and the technical
contact will receive either an email alerting them that the submission passed through validation or an
email listing the items which need attention and resubmission. Once NPMS staff has received the
submission, which has passed the automated validation and completed the manual QC steps, NPMS

13


https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/RequiredComponentsSummary.aspx
https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/Documents/Operator_Standards.pdf

NPMS Operator Submission Guide | 2016

staff will email the primary and technical contacts to either notify them that the submission is moving to
the next step in the processing workflow or to request additional information or re-submission.

If you feel that the required changes are a combination of additions and a minor attribute change to
existing pipelines, and you’d like to avoid resubmitting all pipelines, please contact NPMS staff to discuss
your particular situation.

LNG Plants and Breakout Tanks

For OPIDs with LNG plants or breakout tanks, if the only change is to add the plant/tank points to the
existing data in the NPMS national layer for that OPID, the operator may submit only the supplemental
plant/tank data. The addition-based submissions for LNG plants or breakout tanks must be
accompanied by a cover letter, which includes questions regarding the changes since the last
submission. The cover letter should clearly indicate that the plants/tanks are additions and not a
replacement of the existing data. For LNG plant submissions even if the submitted data is projected, the
projection information (projection, datum, and units) as well as a list of the states in which the
submitted LNG plants fall must be included in the cover letter; this information provided in the cover
letter assists NPMS staff in reviewing the data. The information for the primary and technical contacts
for LNG plants for the OPID must also be included in the cover letter. For breakout tank submission, this
projection information and contact information is not included in the cover letter because these details
are captured as attribute values.

In addition to the cover letter the operator is also expected to upload both spatial and attribute
information for the LNG plants or breakout tanks additions. These two items may be combined into one
data format, such as an Esri shapefile, or two separate complementary files, such as two Microsoft Excel
files. Please see Section 4 within this document for details on the various combinations of spatial and
attribute files. For operators’ convenience when putting together LNG plant and/or breakout tank
submissions, a template of the cover letter and LNG plant/breakout tank attributes in shapefile format,
Esri personal geodatabase, and Microsoft Excel may be downloaded from the “Summary of Required
Components” page for LNG plants or breakout tanks on the NPMS website. The LNG plant or breakout
tanks data package should be submitted to NPMS staff via the FTP Upload Tool.

2G. Type of Submission: Full Replacement of Existing Data in the NPMS
National Layer

Pipelines

For OPIDs whose pipeline data in the NPMS national layer should be completely replaced (excluding
pipelines previously reported as abandoned to the NPMS by the OPID), a submission including all
pipelines, reflecting as of December 31 of the previous year, is necessary. The full replacement
submission should be submitted to the NPMS via the specific full replacement workflow within OSAVE.
Through this workflow, the operator will be prompted to answer a series of questions about the
submission, including what changes have occurred and if the data matches the mileage reported under
the PHMSA Annual Report. If the pipelines were divested to another operator, please include
information about the acquiring company, such as the OPID or Operator Name, if known, and a contact
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name, email address and/or phone number so that NPMS staff can follow-up with the new operator
about submitting under the new OPID. If pipelines are being added as a result of an acquisition from
another operator/OPID, please include information about the previous operator such as operator name
and OPID, if known. If pipelines are being removed or updated because the pipelines were abandoned
in place and any of the abandoned lines cross a Commercially Navigable Waterway or are offshore, the
operator must complete an Abandonment Certification form for the abandoned pipelines that cross a
Commercially Navigable Waterway or are located offshore. NPMS staff has created an Abandonment
Certification Form Template to assist operators in fulfilling this requirement. This template can be found
in Appendix A of the NPMS Operator Standards Manual or on the “Overview of Submission Process”

page on the NPMS website. This series of questions replaces the cover letter that was previously
required in the submission package. When the submission is uploaded, the operator is prompted to
indicate if the spatial data is projected. If the spatial data is not projected, the operator must indicate
the projection information within the 